77/r Squtulran of Fly nig Shift*
who was himself a retired officer, asked that he be re-
mined to active service and for a limited time be given
the post ol " Chief of the Squadron of Flying Ships/1
In this wa\ he hoped to prove within a reasonable
time the military value of the large multi-engined
aeroplane.
The Secretary of War made a report on this sub-
ject to the Emperor Nicholas II, who was favourably
impressed and approved the project. The ** Squadron
of the Flying Ships " was created. The Emperor re-
called Mr, Shidlovsky, who was at that time about
sixty years old, back into active duty, gave him the
rank of Major-General and appointed him Chief of
the newly created squadron. All this happened during
December, 1914. Before the end of that month,
General Shidlovsky, with all officers, enlisted men,
planes, various equipment, automobiles and trucks,
arrived at the new base near the village of Yablonna,
some twenty-five miles behind the fighting lines. I
went there at the same time, having been appointed
to serve as technical adviser to the staff of the
squadron.
January, 1915, was spent in active preparation of
the ships and in orderly training of the personnel I
again did much flying, checking out the pilots and
assisting in the solution of various problems connected
with armament, installation of bomb racks* and special
equipment on the latest type of ships. The design and
construction of these planes was done in a rush, ai*d
the military equipment and armament was left to be
completed at the front,base. The staff of the North-
Western Army, in whose area the squadron expected
to start its activities, was indifferent and even sceptical*